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Students highlight
Syria war with book
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996

Nicole Fisk’s service-learning
English 102 class started out as
an analysis of one of the most
popular book series of recent
years, “The Hunger Games,”
paired with a project on veteran
homelessness. It has since evolved
into a meaningful service project
about the Syrian refugee crisis.
The class produced its own
children’s picture book, “I Had
a Home in Syria,” and is selling
it online to raise money and
awareness for the Syrian civil war
and refugee crisis. The proceeds
f rom t he b o ok a nd a cla s s
GoFundMe campaign will go

toward the tuition of a displaced
Syrian student studying at USC.
Fisk, who serves as associate
director of First Year English,
came across the stor y of the
g r adu ate st udent when her
previously planned service project
for her class fell through.
“We didn’t start the semester
w it h t h is par t icu lar ser v ice
project in mind. This is the first
time I’ve taught a First Year
English class that is a designated
service-learning section, so I was
stumbling in the dark a bit,” Fisk
said. “I contacted her and asked
if she would speak to our class
about her country and the refugee
crisis. We got to know her, and
the project was born. We hope
to help her with her last year of
tuition and to raise awareness
about Syria in the process.”
First-year criminal just ice
student Zach Spickler, a student
in the class, said everyone agreed
that the topic was worth their
time, and he noted that learning
more about the crisis changed his
opinions on refugees.
SEESYRIAPAGE3

Courtesy of Nicole Fisk
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Muschamp looks to hook
students on spring football
Sarah Dnistrian
@SARAHXROSEE

The new era of
Gamecock football begins
this Saturday at WilliamsB r ic e St a d i u m a s n e w
head football coach Will
Muschamp and his 2016
team will take the field for

the very first time together.
A s t h e 2 016 s e a s o n
approaches, Muscha mp
has emphasized the
importance of the student
body. He wants to engage
the community more than
ever before.
Muschamp has invited
the st udents to lead the

tea m onto t he f ield to
“2001.” Students will get
the chance of a lifetime to
run in front of the team
and down the field to the
student section.
St udents are called to
gather by Gate 51 on the
SEEMUSCHAMPPAGE3

Farmers Market introduces
educational nutrition tours

Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN

The Healthy Carolina
Fa r mers Ma rket now
offers a tour for the USC
community to help them
shop for fresh, healthy,

locally grown produce
and sustainable products
at the weekly event on
Greene Street.
The tour of t he
Market, which is held
each Tuesday from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., is led

by registered dietitian
a nd nut r it ion i st a nd
Nu t r it io n O u t r e a c h
Coordinator for Healthy
Carolina, Melissa Reid.
Reid nor ma l ly work s
with Healthy Carolina by
teaching cooking classes
and doing farmers market
tabling events and other
t y pes of out reach for
the initiative dedicated
to a hea lt hy c a mpu s
environment. The idea
for the tour came from
a number of st udents
coming up to the Healthy
Carolina table and asking
q u e s t io n s ab o ut t he
Farmers Market.
“A lot of s t ude nt s
don’t really know how to
approach the vendors and
what questions to ask,
and so we’re just here to
try to make it as easy as
possible for the students
to purchase t he fresh
produce and answer any
of their questions from
a registered dietitian’s
standpoint,” Reid said.
She d e s c r ib e d t he
tou r s a s a cha nce to
educate students about
the products as well as
encourage t hem to
purchase them and put

them to use in healthy
recipes.
The tour this Tuesday
started at 11:30 a.m., two
hours after the Market
opened, and lasted about
15 m inutes. St udent s
do not need to sign up
for the tour beforehand.
Typically, the tour will
w a l k t o e a c h of t he
vendors where Reid will
highlight interesting facts
about each of them. For
example, they talk about
how the grits normally
a re put t h rough t he
mill the day before the
Farmers Market, which
makes these grits almost
as fresh as you can get.
They discuss not only
nutrition information
for products, but also
the importance of when
certain produce is in
season. This makes the
produce cheaper as well
as fresher and a better
buy overall for students.
“As long as the students
are interested and we get
a good feedback from
it we definitely plan on
continuing them,” Reid
said on future plans for
more far mers market
tours.

Storyteller needs ‘superheroes’
Emily Barber
@EMILYRISA

USC alumnus Darion
McCloud is using the power of
storytelling to reduce illiteracy
rates in South Carolina. He will
discuss ways students can join
his cause and become “part-time
superheroes” Wednesday at 1
p.m. at the Leadership and
Service Center.
McCloud
is t he
fou nder
of Story
Squ ad,
a

group made up of his character,
“The Captain,” and six other
“superheroes.” The Squad aims
to lower illiteracy by combining
children’s literature and music.
McCloud describes the group as
“if Parliament-Funkadelic had
a baby with ‘Sesame Street’ and
raised the baby on Marvel comics
and ‘Reading Rainbow.’”
T he Squad ca me toget her
i n 2012 af ter Mc C loud had
been involved in the acting
and stor ytelling businesses
for many years. He worked
at Richland Library for over
10 years, at f irst just
helpi ng ch i ld ren a nd
their parents fi nd books
to read. Over time, he became

the “unofficial storyteller,” and
through this, he got involved in
acting at the Trustus Theatre.
He played his fi rst onstage role
in 1997.
McCloud was born and raised
in Columbia. A f ter a year at
Fort Valley State University, a
historically black university in
southern Georgia, he transferred
to USC and graduated with a
degree in studio art.

Check out
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USC students
upset over
MyEdu drop
Alondra De La Rosa
@THEGAMECOCK

MyEdu’s announcement that they will no
longer provide their scheduling service to USC
has left many students frustrated as they head into
registration.
MyEdu is a website that assists college students
in marketing themselves and planning their
schedule. When USC students went to MyEdu to
prepare for the fall semester, however, they were
met with an announcement that the website will
no longer be offering the scheduling feature for
the university at the end of this month.
Second-year biochem ist r y st udent H ima
Vinnakota was upset when she began to build
her schedule and the Fall 2016 courses were not
available.
“It made making my schedule take more time
than necessary because I wrote out all of the
class information and drew a weekly layout in
my planner,” Vinnakota said, adding that it
brought on unnecessary stress in preparation for
advisement.
First-year music student Caroline Landrum
u sed MyE du la st seme ster a nd l i ked how
organized and comprehensive the schedule feature
was. It made everything much easier for her when
attempting to create a schedule that wasn’t too
crazy, and the change has added to this struggle.
“I’m already frustrated about trying to figure
out which sections of classes fit my schedule. I’m
SEEMYEDUPAGE3
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Shandon properties rezoned
for commercial use
Two parcels of land on Devine Street were rezoned for commercial
use by the city’s planning commission, The State reports. Local
businessman Jimmy Williams had asked that the two properties and a
third on Maple Street be rezoned, but the commission only approved
the Devine Street parcels. Two of the pieces of land are currently
parking lots, and Williams’ company hopes to build retail and office
space on them. Members of neighborhood civic organizations expressed
dislike for parts of the plan, citing concerns over the Maple Street
project.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor

Aiken police deny illegal cavity search
The Aiken Police Department says the cavity search for which they
are being sued never happened, The State reports. The department
released a statement Tuesday saying the October 2014 incident was a
legal traffic stop and did not include a cavity search in broad daylight
at described in the lawsuit. The statement also denied that officers
touched any “private body parts” of the plaintiffs and said a comment
attributed to one of the officers was actually said by someone in the
vehicle. The lawsuit was brought by two individuals in September and
claims the two plaintiffs were subjected to an illegal cavity search on the
side of the road when pulled over for a paper tag.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor

School bus accident injures
students, driver
Five students and a driver were hospitalized after an accident
involving a school bus in Richland County on Tuesday morning, WIS
reports. Lexington-Richland District 5 said the injuries sustained by
the five students are not considered life-threatening. The condition of
the driver of the other car has not been released. The accident occurred
shortly before 8 a.m. on Dreher Shoals Road at Village Lane. The bus
was carrying 24 students from Irmo High School to the Center for
Advanced Technical Studies.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor

Wednesday, April 6, 2016

SYRIAPAGE1
“Interestingly enough, I was
somewhat opposed to helping
refugees before taking this class
just because that’s what the
status quo was,” Spickler said,
“but once you meet one face to
face, everything changes.”
The United Nations High
Council on Refugees currently
lists almost 5 million registered
Syrian refugees.
Fisk incorporated her class’s
theme, analyzing “The Hunger
Games” and other works by
Suzanne Collins, into t he
project by showing how writing
about war in a way young
people can understand helps
raise awareness.
“ S o m e o f m y s t u d e nt s
insisted that a children’s picture
book about war wouldn’t be
possible,” Fisk said, “but after
I read Collins’s book to them,
they began to think that we
could do an even better job.”
On t he whole, Spick ler
wants the project to help open
peoples’ minds and hearts
to the idea of helping Syrian
refugees.
“I hope this project will
bring people together and aid
in our ability to love others
no matter their color, religion
or refugee status,” she said. “I
think everyone needs a little bit
of humanity to keep us aware
and kind-hearted.”

MUSCHAMPPAGE1
south side of Williams-Brice Stadium.
Gates will open at 10:30 a.m. and students
must be scanned into the stadium and in
line by 11:50 a.m. to participate in one of
the best entrances in all of college football.
Josh Waters, a marketing team member
for Carolina Athletics, has been working
closely with the new head coach. He said
that Muschamp wants to “show that the
team is a part of the student body and the
student body is a part of the team.”
Not only is Muschamp offering inclusion
in the “2001” entrance and one loyalty
point for attending, but he is also giving
the chance to win two tickets to his own
personal suite for the first home game.
To be entered into the drawing, all
students must do is stay until the end of the
Alma Mater and grab the voucher that will
be handed out while exiting the stadium.
Vouchers must be turned in on Monday or
Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and then
students will be entered for a chance to
win.
If you’ve been a lifelong Gamecock
fan, Muschamp is also offering a great
opportunity for you. Before the game, there
will be a chance to see Carolina football
greats play in an alumni f lag football
game. At 11 a.m., legendary quarterbacks
Jeff Grantz, Mike Hold and Todd Ellis,
along with more than 100 other former
Gamecock football letterman, will be at the
north end of Williams-Brice Stadium.
After the game, the Carolina greats will
be on the field signing autographs and
taking pictures with any fans that would
like to stay.

MYEDUPAGE1
upset that now I won’t be able to see
exactly how long I’ll be busy every
day,” Landrum said.
Third-year music theory student
Adam Vernon-Young started using
MyEdu when he was a freshman and
is confused at MyEdu’s decision to
drop USC courses. The change has
made registration this semester much
more difficult for him and his peers
who used the schedule planner from
MyEdu.
“It gave me an interactive way
to look up the classes I wanted to
take and see exactly how they could
fit into my schedule before I was

advised. It was all on one screen and
all inclusive.” Vernon-Young said.
Fou r t h-y e a r biolog y s t ude nt
V ic t or i a W i l l i n g h a m u s e d t he
feature help balance her academics,
e x t r ac u r r ic u l a r ac t i v it ie s , a nd
scholarship requirements, and said
that she thinks it will be especially
hard for older students to adjust to
tack ling registration without the
feature.
“Hopefully another site becomes
available that can do the same thing
or better yet, it would be great if
m y. s c . e d u w o u l d i n c o r p o r a t e
something like that for students,”
Willingham said.
Student Media
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Experience The Carolina Band
Who: Current USC Students and
Admitted HS Seniors with
previous band experience
What: Perform in the Stands Spring Football Game
When: Saturday, April 9, 2016
9:15 am
Check-In
(Copenhaver Band Hall, 326 Sumter Street)
9:45 am
Rehearsal
10:15 am
Lunch Provided
10:45 am
Depart for Stadium (carpool)
12:00 pm
Game

To Register:
Email uscbands@mozart.sc.edu
and provide the following information:
Name, Cell Phone, Instrument,
# Years Experience

2016 Auditions
DRUMLINE
Saturday, April 16
COQUETTES
Sunday, April 17
COLORGUARD Saturday, April 23
Visit the “Athletic Bands” site at
carolinaband.org for more information
and to register for auditions.

Tradition ... Pride ... Innovation
carolinaband.org

@thecarolinaband

803.777.4278
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Staying Active:
Outdoor Edition

Courtesy of MTC Campus

Kayaking down the Congaree River is just one
of the many ways to stay active this spring.

Hailey Covell
@HAILEYYEC

Courtesy of Claire Randall

The Project Condom event expands from only a fashion show to include a panel, prize drawing and reception.

Project Condom to promote
sexual health and awareness
Olivia Reszczysnki
@TDG_ARTS

Project Condom, a “fashionmeets-education show” created
to foster open communication
and awareness about healthy sex,
is expanding into a full event this
year with the theme “Netf lix:
Chat Before You Chill.” Carolina
Productions is partnering with
Campus Wellness to host t he
ninth annual event.
“I know we’re all technically
adults,” said Scott McFall, special

events coordinator of Carolina
Productions, “but there’s still
plenty of misconceptions floating
around college campuses about
sex and relationships.”
By opening up the dialogue,
t he organizers of Project
Condom hope to clear the air of a
lot of false theories regarding sex.
A panel of “sexperts” will answer
anonymous questions about sex
and relationships at the event.
“Becom i ng i nfor med about
condoms a nd ot hers topics
su r rou nd i ng love, sex , a nd

relationships sets the stage for
one to have positive, pleasurable
experiences,” Quinyana Brown,
third-year social work and public
health masters student, and Starr
W harton, associate director of
Campus Wellness, wrote in a
joint email. “Communication is
key in any relationship.”
Originally set out to be just a
fashion show, Project Condom
has expanded to include many
d i f ferent e vent s to promot e
SEECONDOMPAGE5

Podcasts for ‘Serial’-obsessed

Courtesy of Sword and Scale

The wide range of cases covered on “Sword and Scale” and these other podcasts are sure to excite any true crime fan.

Lindsey Hodges
@LINDSEYNHODGES

Po dc a st s a re one
of t he easiest ways to
get cont ent you love
almost everywhere you
go. They are great for
working out, driving long
distances or just trying to
unwind after a long day.
Subjects can range from
sports to sexual health
to one of my favorites:
t r ue cr ime. W it h t he
rise in popularity of the
documentar y “Mak ing
A Murderer” and
t he p odc a st “Ser ia l,”
podcasts and shows that
revolve around murders
and court cases are as
plent i f u l a s t he y a re
i nt r ig u i n g. Here a re

three podcasts to get you
through your post-Serial
withdrawal.
“Sword & Scale”
“Sword & Sc a le”
tells new and old g utw renc h i ng stor ie s of
murders, k idnappings,
heist s a nd g a ng ster s.
The narrator interviews
people involved in the
cases, sometimes family
memb er s or l aw yer s .
“Sword & Scale” takes a
more objective approach;
the narrator states just
the facts, allowing the
listener to attach their
ow n emot ion s to t he
cases. This podcast
foc uses on t he t heme
that the real monsters in
the world exist all around
us. If you love hearing
stories told in an honest

yet emotionally charged
way, this podcast is for
you.
“Generation Why”
Like “Sword & Scale,”
“Generat ion W hy”
tells the story of many
of t he Un ited St ates’
most popu la r cr i mes.
Episodes revolve around
well k nown cases such
a s Jo n B e ne t R a m s e y
a nd B T K , a s wel l a s
some older and lesser
k now n crimes. W hile
t he i nt r ig u i ng plot
l i ne s a nd my ster iou s
characters can be
enough to hold anyone’s
attention, the podcast’s
d if ferent iat i ng fac tor
is how the interference
of the t wo hosts’
personal speculat ions
surrounding the crimes.

“Generat ion W hy”
usually doesn’t include
interviews with experts
or people close to t he
crime, pushing t he
podcast away from fact
and into fiction. If you
love to try to solve cases
or hear opinion-based
narratives, “Generation
Why” is a good place to
start.
“Criminal”
“Criminal” is a mix
of b ot h of t he ab ove
podc a st s. It is not a s
specialized as the first
two — “Criminal” covers
a wide variety of crime
stor ies. T he episodes
range f rom stories
about m ist reat ment
in t he just ice system,
SEEPODCASTPAGE5

Flowers are
b l o o m i n g ,
temperatures are
ideal and shorts
weather is upon us.
Spring has sprung
in South Carolina
and the scenery is
spectacular. With
mountains, rivers,
lakes and the ocean
all within a few hour
drive, opportunities
for outdoor activities
are endless. Here are
some ways to beat the
stress of schoolwork
by staying active in
the outdoors.
Kayaking
Whether floating
down the river or
challenging yourself
to paddle up rapids,
kayaking is a great
outdoor activity to
try this spring. There
are many places in
and around Columbia
to kayak, some of the
best being the Saluda,
Congaree and Broad
rivers and Lake
Murray. Places like
Saluda Shoals Park in
Irmo even offer kayak
rentals for one hour,
three hours or a full
day.
Hiking
Upstate South
Carolina is home to
some great hiking
trails, such as Table
Rock State Park
in Pickens, the
trails at Falls Park
in Greenville and
Caesars Head State
Park in Cleveland,
South Carolina.
Closer to Columbia,
Harbison State Forest
in Irmo is perfect

for a shady hike.
Those who are really
dedicated should try
the Palmetto Trail,
which runs all the
way through the
state. All these trails
offer amazing views,
and most have picnic
tables, shelters and
campsites to rest for a
lunch break or camp
overnight.
Running or walking
a 5K
A 3.1-mile run
might seem daunting,
so don’t be afraid to
walk and enjoy the
flowers in bloom.
Spring is the perfect
time to sign up for a
5K because most are
held in the morning,
so the weather is
usually sunny and
warm by the time the
race begins. Some
races coming up in
Columbia include
The Palmetto Half
Marathon and 5K on
April 9 and the Color
Run on April 16.
Biking
Whether mountain
biking rugged trails
or cruising along a
paved path, South
Carolina has many
scenic spots for a
bike ride. Some
of the best paved
trails are at Saluda
Shoals Park and the
Swamp Rabbit Trail,
which runs through
downtown Greenville
and along the Reedy
River. The Forks
Area Trail System
in Edgefield near
Sumter National
Forest is a great
trail for beginner
mountain-bikers,
with rolling hills and
wooded trails.
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aw a rene s s a nd brea k dow n t he
aw k w a rd b a r r ie r s s u r r ou nd i n g
condoms and open conversations
about sex.
This year, t he st udent fashion
show featuring clothing made from
condoms will be accompanied by
a prize drawing, a reception with
f ree food and a “sex pert” panel,
according to McFall, a second-year
anthropology student.
PODCASTPAGE4
hackers, theft and, of course, murder.
“Criminal” includes interviews with
people close to the case and their

“My hope is that this season will
ma x imize on t he success of past
season in reaching students, faculty,
and staff but also expand, reaching
students that are not already actively
involved in matters related to sexual
health,” Brown and Wharton wrote.
Project Condom is f ree w it h a
CarolinaCard and will be held in
t he Russel l House Ba l l room on
Thursday at 8 p.m. Doors open at
7:30 p.m.

stories rely heavily on fact. If you
enjoy learning about criminal activity
in general, this podcast is defi nitely
worth a listen.

our

APP

for iPhone and Android

@thegamecock
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GReeK WeeK

COMPETITION

The USC fraternity or sorority
that takes the most apartment
tours at Palmetto Compress from
3/28-4/8 will WIN $2,000!
2015 WINNER:

ZETA TAU
ALPHA

STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS CENTER

RESIDENT TV LOUNGE WITH GAMES

The Best Of Carolina Just Got Better
NOW LEASING!
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments
Available for Fall 2016
Exposed brick/wood beam
ceilings

Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art ﬁtness center
Patio & private balconies available

Sun and fun at the pool deck

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com

The Apartments at Palmetto Compress
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201

palmettocompress.com
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Raze the
minimum
wage
Ross
Abbott
Fourth-year
business
economics student

Freedom of religion diluted
to ‘freedom of worship’
Andy
Wilson

political climate in
any significant way.”
The liberal agenda
First-year
seems to be in favor
English student of allowing freedom
of worship, but not
necessarily freedom
Gr if f i n Hobson’s
of religion.
article in the March
T hat is, f reedom
28 paper is a potent
not just to worship,
example of the
but to live out your
recent phenomenon
faith.
i n A mer ica n
This t rend has
c u lt u re of f reedom
been reflected in the
of rel ig ion bei ng
speeches of President
reduced to freedom
Ba rack Oba ma a nd
of wor s h ip. I n h i s
former Secretar y of
caricaturing diatribe
State Hillary Clinton,
on conser vat ive
the current and likely
Ch rist ia ns, who he
future leaders of our
suggest s are wh i ny
nat ion, who have
bu l l ies, he appea rs
replaced the “freedom
to problemat ize
of religion” promised
t he i r c o mpl a i n i n g
by the Constitution
of oppression by
with a diluted
pointing out statistics
“freedom of worship.”
that remind us how
Obama went from a
C h r ist ia n A mer ic a
strong declaration in
s t i l l i s : “A l m o s t
2009 that “freedom in
every United
America is indivisible
States president
f rom t he f reedom
has been Christian,
t o p r a c t i c e o n e ’s
over 9 0 percent of
religion” to replacing
congressmen are
the term with
Christian, a majority
“freedom of worship”
of Supr e me C ou r t
in subsequent
justices are Christian
speeches and trying
and t he majorit y of
to force rel ig iou s
t he popu lat ion a re
o r g a n i z at io n s l i k e
Christians.”
the Little Sisters of
W hile t his seems
the Poor to provide
to me to be somewhat
insu ra nce coverage
cont radictor y to
f or c o nt r ac e pt i v e s
t he t y pic a l l ib er a l
and drugs like Plan
narrative that
B against their
America is no longer
principles.
a Christ ian nat ion,
T hou g h C l i nt o n
it is ref lec t ive of
stood beh ind her
t h e le f t ’s at t it u d e
husba nd when he
toward Christianit y
s i g ne d a r e l i g io u s
and other religions.
freedom law in
That attitude can be
19 9 3 w i t h b r o a d
de sc r ibed a s, “ You
bipar t isan suppor t,
c a n h ave wh ate ver
with her impeccable
religion you want, as
sense of reading her
long as it doesn’t mix
constituency, she has
with your politics or
changed her tune. She
cause you to diverge
has echoed Obama’s
from the mainstream
“freedom of worship”

t ac t ic but ha s a lso
taken the implications
of said statement even
further. Last year on
the topic of women’s
health — a broad term
she uses to include
t he cont racept ives,
s t er i l i z at io n s , a nd
“morning after
pills” religious
business owners
object to prov iding
employees i n t hei r
healt h plans — she
said: “Rights have to
exist in practice, not
just on paper. Laws
have to be backed up
w it h resou rces a nd
p ol it ic a l w i l l. A nd
deep-seated cultural
codes, religious
beliefs and structural
biases have to be
changed.”
It sou nds as if
she is establishing a
h iera rchy of r ight s
in wh ich t hat of
religious freedom is
inferior to so-called
w o m e n’s r i g ht s t o
reproductive services.
She is attempting to
bu ild onto a t iered
system for classifying
rights.
W h i le we t h i n k
of t he c i v i l r ig ht s
e x p l i c it l y g r a nt e d
us by the First
A mend ment to t he
Constitution as being
inv iolable, t here
are in fact ext reme
cases in which
some are overruled.
T h e l at e S u p r e m e
Court Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes has
been famously quoted
as saying: “The most
stringent protection
of free speech would
not p r ot e c t a m a n
i n fa lsely shout i ng
fire in a theatre and
c a u s i n g a p a n i c .”

The gover n ment
wou ld b e j u s t i f ie d
in temporarily
suspending the right
to peaceably assemble
i f it h a d p r o b a b le
c au s e t o b e l ie v e a
terrorist attack on the
pl a n ne d g at her i n g
was imminent. A nd
Supreme Court cases
have made clear that
a Jehovah’s Witness
ca n not deny h is or
her minor child from
being given a blood
transf usion, despite
their belief that the
Bible forbids t hem
f rom doing so, if
it is nece ssa r y to
save the child’s life.
What is the common
de nom i n at or
between these
cases in which First
A mend ment r ight s
are suspended? A
clear and compelling
government interest
in the preservation of
human life.
But listing religious
beliefs as an obstacle
to b e overc ome i n
e n s u r i n g w o m e n’s
rights to reproductive
ser v ic e s sou nd s to
me l i ke C l i nton is
t r y ing to add some
more acceptable
violations of the First
A mend ment to t he
de c k . W h at s he i s
getting at is that the
right to reproductive
ser vices should
over r u le t he r ig ht
to refuse to provide
t hese ser v ices for
rel ig iou s reasons.
Sim ilarly, t he legal
r ight to sa me- sex
marriage is now being
construed as a right
to be photographed
or c atered for at a
gay wedd i ng t hat
supersedes whatever

r e l ig iou s b e l ie f s a
business owner may
have on the matter.
This elevat ion
of cer t a i n newlyd iscovered r ight s
over those enshrined
in t he Const it ut ion
is a disturbing
t rend i ndeed. A nd
it is a reminder that
despite the continued
presence of Christians
in t he places of
g over n a nc e of ou r
societ y, Ch r ist ia ns
and members of other
religious groups
are being forced to
conform to practices
and provide services
that are against their
const it ut ionallyprotected rel ig ious
objections.
But according
t o M r. Hob s o n ,
con ser vat ive
Christians shouldn’t
claim oppression “by
claiming they have no
power to begin with
and that they are the
real underdog heroes
in a world out to get
them.”
He is right on
t he f irst point,
as conser vative
Christians still
retain considerable
political power, but,
a s t he v e t o of t he
G eorg ia rel ig iou s
f reedom law u nder
enor mou s pressu re
f rom Holly wood,
sports leagues
a nd cor porat ions
suggest s, it does
increasingly seem
that this world is out
to get them.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not
exceed 300 words. Students
must include their full name,
major and year. Faculty and
s t a ff m u s t i n c l u d e t h e i r f u l l
name, position and department.
Community members must
include their full name and

applicable job title. Verifiable
statements of fact must include
at least one source; if we cannot
verify a statement of fact, your
letter will not be published until
the writer implements necessary
changes or provides reputable
sources for any facts in question.

Letters are edited for clarity, style
and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225

Adam and Steve have known
each ot her for a long t i me.
They’ve grown together, worked
together and have established
a st rong b ond. A f ter m a ny
months, this bond culminates
in an evening together, where
t hei r relat ion sh ip t a ke s on
a new dy nam ic. No one has
been hurt — in fact, both men
are better off because of what
they’ve done together. In spite
of this, there are government
bureaucrats who want to regulate
this type of relationship. Some
politicians want to make their
behav ior illegal if it doesn’t
satisfy their arbitrary standards.
This presidential cycle, an entire
party of candidates are running
on the platform that they’ll make
those standards even stricter.
Of course, I’m talking about
Adam’s new job as a contractor
at Steve’s const r uc t ion a nd
remodel i ng busi ness, wh ich
politicians like Bernie Sanders
want to make a crime if Steve
pays Adam less than $15 per
hour.
If I decide to sell my old
Pokemon cards on Craigslist,
no government agency threatens
me with a fine or jail time if
my price is too low. There are
plenty of good reasons I might
be willing to part with my cards
at a lower cost than what others
might consider “reasonable.”
Maybe I’ve already tried selling
my cards in the area at a more
standard price but not found any
buyers. Perhaps I just really need
cash now and want to move them
quickly. Whatever my reason, we
would think it were ridiculous
if the government tried to set
a minimum price for Pokemon
cards or most other things we
want to sell. Why are so many
people willing to accept such a
restriction when they try to sell
their time and effort?
Most proponent s of t he
m inimum wage say t hat
it p r o t e c t s a g a i n s t g r e e d y
employers who wa nt to pay
their workers less than their
worth in order to make a larger
profit. This view demonstrates a
misunderstanding of the basics
of competitive markets. Steve
wants to make as large a profit as
possible in his business, but so do
all of the other employers in the
area. If Adam adds $11 an hour in
value, then Steve will have to pay
him close to this amount or one
of Steve’s competitors will outbid
him for Adam’s services because
they also want to make money.
This competition ensures that
Adam gets a fair salary without
any laws needing to be passed.
M in imu m wage raises are
of ten ext remely harmf ul for
the exact group of people those
policies are attempting to help.
If the minimum wage in Adam’s
area were raised to $15 an hour,
like it was last week in California,
Steve will have to either pay
Adam that higher wage or fire
him. Adam still only generates
$11 an hour in value, so Steve
will lose $4 an hour for every
hour that Adam works if he gives
the raise. Steve wants to make
money, so he’ll have to fire Adam.
California wanted to ensure that
Adam had a “living wage,” but
now he has no wage at all.
This isn’t just a theoretical
concept — many economists say
that minimum wage raises cause
increased unemployment and
that these increases are felt most
by the lowest skilled workers.
Low-paying jobs aren’t meant to
be positions for people to make
a living, they’re supposed to be
stepping stones upon which to
climb to actual careers.
If they are no longer serving
that purpose, we as a society have
a larger problem — one that will
only be made worse by following
California’s lead.
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced
Downtown Columbia Medical
practice is interviewing for
candidates graduating in
May 2016 and planning to
attend medical school. Gain
valuable clinical experience
while applying to medical
school. The ideal candidate
will have a 3.6 and higher
GPA, graduating in May 2016,
superior work ethic and high
energy. On the job training
while being paid. This is a
full time position. One Year
Commitment required.
Email resume to guy@
physicianservicessc.com.
Email guy@
physicianservicessc.com

Kitchen and Wait Staﬀ wanted
Groucho’s Deli ( various
locations) is currently looking
for Part-time/Full time Kitchen
and Wait Staﬀ. Must be able
to work shift work. Lunch
10-3 and dinner 4-9 as well
as weekends. Please apply in
person at 611 Harden street,
Columbia Sc 29205 or 20 E.
Coﬀee Street Greenville, SC
29601.
Email grouchosdeli@hotmail.
com

Recruiting Assistant
Local business seeking part
time employee (15-20 hrs/wk)
for the professional staﬃng
industry. Job duties will
include, communication over
email and telephone, research,
marketing. No prior industry
experience required. Send
MS Word or PDF ﬁle of your
resume with references to
work@asapsearch.com; 803772-6751.

Sail: PEDU150 (803) 317 9060

SALES CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP
SEEKING PART TIME YOUNG
PERSON , MUST BE ABLE
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS ,
WELL GROOMED, HONEST,
RELIABLE, BE ABLE TO
WORK AT LEAST 20 HRS.
PER WEEK, APPLY IN
PERSON MON. THRU FRI.
BETWEEN 10 AM AND 3
PM ASK FOR JON OR CALL
803-256-1889 AND ASK FOR
JON 1324 ASSEMBLY ST.
COLUMBIA
Email peoples9@bellsouth.net

find us 24/7
dailygamecock.com/classifieds

HOROSCOPES

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

New income is
possible, or a delightful
discover y. Prof it able
work cou ld i nter fere
with playtime. Manage
a r u s h j o b . Fo l l o w
your mom’s advice and
win. Enjoy a beautiful
moment.

Pla n a get away, to
relax. Travel conditions
look good. Give in to
a temptat ion to play.
It doesn’t need to be
expensive. Share time
with people you love.

Indulge yourself with
del ic iou s d iver sion s.
K i nd le a p a s s io n at e
spark into f lame. Play
toget her for t he joy
of the game. Alternate
between physical exercise
and quiet reverie. Your
greatest strength is love.

Taurus
Take it slow and easy
today. Release st ress
w it h a walk or ot her
exercise. Maintain your
advantage by keeping
a head of dead l i nes,
postponing what
you ca n. G et lost i n
thought.

Gemini
Ta k e a c t io n f o r a
group goal. Draw
upon hidden resources.
Work with your team
t o ad v a nc e . C lo s e a
deal or sign papers, and
celebrate af ter wards.
Prov ide a stabilizing
influence.

Cancer
Career opportunities
keep showing up. Get
i nto a ser v ice phase.
Figure out where your
heart wants you to go.
Act ions speak louder
than words. Use your
skills of persuasion.
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Virgo
Collaborate on a
prof it able vent u re.
Dress for the role you
want. Paint a picture of
what you see possible.
Illuminate a beautiful
dream. Creative projects
f lou rish. Polish your
pre sent at ion u nt i l it
shines.

Libra
Negotiate a truce with
a partner. Compromise
i s e s sent ia l to move
a head. Avoid t he
temptation to say, “I told
you so.” Being right is
the booby prize. Keep
it respectful and offer
support.

Capricorn
Home and family take
your attention. Cleaning
leads to rediscovered
treasures. Make beauty
a priority. Relax tension
with yoga, exercise or
puttering outside. Listen
to what others want and
need.

Aquarius

Scorpio

Get into a writing or
communications project.
Paint, record or express
your message. You’re
bu i ld i ng somet h i ng
of va lue. St reng t hen
infrastructure. The more
you complete, the more
you gain.

Foc u s on work for
reward i ng resu lt s.
Ne g o t i at e a s h r e wd
deal. Press an advantage
to squeeze ahead.
Others appreciate your
decisiveness. Conserve
resources, and plot your
moves before leaping.

Take care of business
a nd reap a f i n a nc ia l
bonus. Watch for changes
at the top. Pay expenses
before frills. Find the
sweet spot between being
productive and burning
out. Seek out harmony.

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM
@dailygamecock
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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ACROSS
1 Finch or falcon
5 Heart-to-hearts
10 City southwest of
Bayeux
14 Actor Ladd
15 Intermediary
16 It bakes the cake
17 *Big name in
veggie patties
19 Great __
20 Invite for
21 Land in the
ocean
22 “Fire” bugs
23 Get one’s back
up about
25 Went for a
rebound, say
27 Letter flourish
30 Like some
omelets
33 Borscht base
36 Sch. with 110
NCAA titles
38 Snorer’s
problem,
perhaps
39 “__ Town”
40 *Certain surfer
42 Time out?
43 Pledge of fidelity
45 Chef’s protection
46 Take the risk
47 Blowhard’s
output
49 Playground
comeback
51 Feedback
53 Unattached
57 Clock sound
59 Spot for a
42-Across
62 “Even so ...”
63 Berry promoted
as a superfood
64 Rush-hour
headache,
components of
which are hidden
in the answers to
starred clues
66 In a dilemma
67 Actress Lenya
68 “La Dolce Vita”
setting
69 One opposed
70 College paper
71 Timeline
component

DOWN
1 Elephant in
picture books
2 “Guess you beat
me”
3 Clothing store
fixtures
4 Paternity suit
procedure
5 Sigma follower
6 Business
opening?
7 Chair parts
8 Solemn ring
9 Main drag, e.g.
10 Picnic drink
11 *Passé reception
aid
12 Advanced
13 Tip jar fillers
18 Dog biscuit
shape
24 “I can’t deny that”
26 Wage __ of
words
28 Long-range
weapon, for
short
29 Gin or tonic
31 Paraphernalia
32 Hang open
33 The pair
34 Continental cash
35 *Steamy gallery
display

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

37 Piedmont wine
area
40 Prepare quickly,
with “up”
41 LAX data
44 Beachwear
portmanteau
46 Comforting
words
48 Prepare quickly,
with “up”
50 Emphatic
Spanish assent
52 Pamplona
runners

54 WWII enlistee
55 Andean hauler
56 Wabbit hunter
57 “Toodle-oo!”
58 Screen
image
60 They may be
saturated
61 ColgatePalmolive
shaving lotion
65 Baldwin’s “30
Rock” co-star
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Gamecocks back on track

Josh Warner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The South Carolina baseball team shook off a rough week with a strong performance against Coastal Carolina, who is ranked 16th in the nation in RPI.

Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI

After dropping three of their past
four games, South Carolina rebounded
against a strong Coastal Carolina team
with a 4-2 win at Founders Park. With
the win over Coastal Carolina, ranked
No. 16 in RPI, the Gamecocks improve
to 25-5 on the season.
Junior Taylor Widener opened the
season as a member of the weekend
rotation, but was bumped by freshman
Adam Hill into a midweek role. After
some struggles, he appeared out of
the pen last week against College of
Charleston. The right-hander got

the opportunit y to start against a
very good offensive team in Coastal
Carolina and responded with his best
outing of the season. Widener worked
five-plus innings and allowed only two
hits and one walk. He allowed two
runs, only one of which was earned.
Widener was able to pound the zone
with all of his pitches and also used the
sink on his fastball to generate a high
rate of groundballs.
The Gamecocks gave Widener early
run support with a two-run first inning
that included an RBI-double from left
fielder Dom Thompson-Williams.
After a hot start, South Carolina

cooled off at the plate in the middle
innings. However, shortstop Marcus
Mooney’s aggressive base running
allowed him to score on a wild pitch
in t he sevent h in n ing to put t he
Gamecocks up 4-2.
After missing the beginning of the
season rehabbing a foot injury, infielder
Madison Stokes made his first start of
the season and picked up his first hit of
the season in the eighth inning.
Stokes got the start at designatedhitter, but, when he returns to the
field, he should offer the Gamecocks
flexibility at multiple positions in the
infield. On his current status, Stokes

said, “Hitting, I felt 100 percent. I
didn’t get out there as far as defense in
the game. I would like to see that and
how I would feel.”
A f ter some m inor st r uggles by
m idd le rel ievers Reed Scot t a nd
Bra ndon Mu r ray, rel ief-ace Josh
Reagan came in to record a six-out
save. Even more impressive is the fact
that Reagan made the appearance
between passing kidney stones. The
junior southpaw has now allowed just
one run in 26 innings this season.
The G amecock s w ill ret u r n to
action on Friday to kick off a weekend
series with Tennessee.
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Column

Jenkins caps unpredictable
college basketball season
Abe Danaher
@ABEDANAHER

Courtesy of MCT Campus

I n 10 years, you w ill be
asked where you were t he
night of April 4. You w ill
be asked if you saw Marcus
Paige’s double-clutch miracle
of a shot with five seconds
left, a shot that would have
gone down in history. Would
have, if it was not topped just
seconds later by Kris Jenkins’
game-winning prayer t hat
brought Nor t h Ca rol i n a ,
Villanova and all viewers of
the game to their knees in a
communal moment of pure
and utter disbelief.
Every sport has its moments
— moments that def ine it.
Moment s t hat are show n,
talked about and cherished,
for years to come. College
basketball has its fair share
of greatness, from Michael
Jordan’s baseline winner in
‘82, to Christian Laettner’s
catch and shoot in ’92, to

Mario Chalmers more recent
dagger of a shot in ‘08. And
now it has one more.
I n a season t hat was as
unpredictable as any in recent
memor y, t his tournament,
even before t he d ra mat ic
f in ish late Monday n ight,
seemed like a f it t ing end.
Heavily-favored Kansas was
neutralized in the Elite Eight
by a starless, faceless Villanova
team. Wooden Award fi nalist
Denzel Va lent i ne a nd h is
mighty Michigan State team
was conquered by the even
mightier Middle Tennessee
Blue Raiders in the first round
of the tournament, and the
Syracuse Orange went to the
Final Four after everyone had
them already penciled into the
NIT.
This was after a season in
which no team was able to be
“the best team” for long. It
seemed like every week had
a new No. 1 seed, with no
one team dominating college

basketball as we have grown
accustomed to in past years.
T h i s y e a r, t he r e w a s no
pursuit for perfection like the
Kentuck y team of 2014-15,
but a pursuit for consistency
among the top teams. Never
before had a season gone by
without a team being ranked
number one for at least five
st ra ight week s T hat wa s
until this unforgettable, roller
coaster of a season that held
true to its course until its fi nal
horn.
In the end, the Villanova
Wildcats were crowned the
cha mpion s of t he col lege
basketball world. On a night
of great ness, concluding a
season of chaos, this team of
no-names was somehow able
to end on top, in the process
delivering a game that will stay
embedded in the minds of all
who watched and a shot that
will be forever remembered in
college basketball folklore for
generations to come.

